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Die Mercuru 15. Decemb, 1641. 
It is this day Reſfolvd upon the 
| Queſtion, By the Houſe of 
COMMONS, 


. . That Order ſhall be now given for the Print- d 
ing of this Remon/trance, of the State 
of the Kincpou, 
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H. Elfinge Cler. Parl, D. Com. 


LONDON, 
Printed for Joſeph Hwnſcutt, 1641. 
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The Remonſtrance. 
F. He Commons in this preſent Parliament Aſſembled, ha. 


ving with much earneſtnelſſe, and faichfulneſſe of affe&i- 
. on, andecal co the publike goodof this Kingdom, and 
His Majefties honour and ſervice,for the ſpace of twelve months, 
wraltled with the grear dangers and fears, the preſſing miſeries 
andcalamitie;, rhe va:ious diftempers and diforders, which had 
not on:y affaulced; but even overwhelmed and extingnifhe che 
liberty, peacr, and proſperity of rhis Kingdom, the comfort and 
hopes of all His Majefties gocd Subjeds, and exceedingly 
weakned and undermined the toundation , and ſtrengrh of his 
own Royall Thronc;, Do yer finde an abounding Malignity , 
and oppuficion in thoſe, partics, and tations , who have been. 
the caute- of rhoſe evils, and do Rill labour to caſt aſperfions, 
upon that which hath b2en done, andro raiſe many difficulties 
for the hinderance of that which remains yer undone, andto_ 
fomenr Jealouſjes, betwixt the King, and the Parliament ; That _ 
 Gthey nay deprive him, andhis peo>le, of the fruit of his own 
Gracious Intentions, and their humble defires of procuring the - 
publike peace, fafery, and happineſſe of this Realm, For the 
preventing of thoſe miſerable effeFs, which ſuch malicious 
endeavours may produce, We have thought good to declare, . 


I, The Root, and the growth of theſe miſchievous deſignes, 
2, The Maturity and Ripeneſſe, to which they bave attained be«. 
 - fore tbe beginning of the Parliament, | 

' 3, TheeffeFuall means which bave been uſed for the extirpations 
of thoſe dangerous evils, andthe Progreſſe which bath therein been. 
nlade by Mis Aﬀajeſties grodneſſe, and the Wiſedome of the Park a«' 


ment, | 
A 3 | 4. The- 


4, The wayes of obtruftion, and oppoſition, by which that Pro- 
.greſſe hath been interrupted, — + + 
5. The courſes to bet#ken for the removing thoſe Obftac ler, and 
and endeavours, of reſtoring and eſtabliſhing the Ancient Hmonr, 
Greatneſſe, atd Stcurity of this Croxwn, and Nation, The Root of all 
this miſchief, We finde to be a malignant, and pernicious defione, of 
ſubverting the Fundamentall Laws, and Principles of Government : 
epon which the Religion, and Fuſt ice of thiy Kingdom, are firmly 
eſtabliſht. The Aﬀors ard Promntors hereof bave beer, xp" 
1, The Fefrtited Papiſts whohate the Laws, & the Obſtacks of 
that change, «14. Subverſion of Religion, which they ſo-much long for, 
2, The Biſhops, ard thecorrupt part of the Clergie, who Ws 
formality, and ſuperſtition, as the naturall effels, and moregrobable 
ſupports of their own Feeleſrafticall Tyranny, and Uſurpation, 
+3. Such Councellors. aud Conrtzers,, as for private ends bave ena 
gaged, themſelves, to furtber the intereits of ſome forraign Princes, 
or States, tothe prejudice of His Majeſty, and the State at bome, 


Thecommon Principles, by which they moulded and pover- 
ned alt cheir parricalar Councdlls and Ations; were theſe, 
Firit, To maintain continual differences, and diſcontents be= 
iwixt the King, and the People, upon Dueſtions of Prerogative, and 
liberty, bat ſo they migbt bave tbe advantage of ſideing' with bim, 
* and nuder the notions of men, additied to bs ſervice,. gain to them ; 
es, theplicerof greateſt truſt and power in the 


ſelves, and their parti 
Kingdom, ; ſd : 

A Second, To ſuppreſſe the purity and power of Religion, aud 
ſuch ax were beſt affeCied to it; as being cottrary to their.own ends, 
and the greateſt impediment to that change, which they thought 10 
#ntroduce. x ras bee be EE 
: # Third, To '\conjayn thoſe arts of the Kingdom, which were 
woſt propitious 10 thetr own ends, and todivide thoſe who were moſt . 
oppefite, which conſiſted in many particular obſeruations; to aberiſh 


«% 
CY 


z0_ multiply and enlarge he differences þ 
ſtants, and thoſe whom they call Purita 


the Arminiay part in 1haſe paints, wherein they agree withthe Papiſts,, 

etwixt the canmow Prote« 

ns, t introduce and counte« 
| nance 


(5) 
mance ſuch opinions and Ceremonies, as are fitteſt for accommodation 
with Popery, to encreaſe and maintain ignorance, looſeneſſe, and pro- 
pbaneneſſe in the people : That of thoſe three parties, Papiſts, Armcint- 
ans, and Libertines, they might compoſe a body fit to alt ſuch Connſels 
ant reſolutions, as were moſt conducible to their avon ends, 

A Fourtb, To diſaffe6 the King to Pa: lizments Ly flanders, ard 
falſe imputations, and by putting bim upom other wayes of f#pp'y, 
which in ſhew and appearance were fuller of aguarrge, then tbe or= 
dinary courſe of Subſidies, though in truth they brought more loſſe 
then gain, both to the King and prople, and bave cauſed be great 
diftraGions, under which we both ſuffer, 


As inall cempounded bodies, the Operations are qualified 
agcording to the predominant Element z Soin this mixt party, 
che may Councels being moft ative, and prevailing, may 
eafily be diſcovered to have had the greateſt ſway in all their de- 
t@minations, and it they be not prevented, are likely ro devour 
the reſt, or to turn them into their own nature, _ 

In the begining of His Majeſties reign, the party begun to re- 
viveand flouriſh again, having becn fomewhar dampt by the 
breach with Spazr in the aft yeer of King James, and by His 
Majeſties marriage with Fraxce ; the intereſts and Councels of 
that State, being not ſo contrary to the good of Religion, and 
the proſperity of this Kingdom, as thoſe of Spain; and the Pa- 
piſts of Ezgland having been ever more addifted to þ mt then 
France; yet they ſtill retained a purpoſe, and reſolution to 
weaken the Proreftant parties in all parts, and even in France, 
whereby to make way for the chatige of Religion, which they 
intended at home. 

The furſt effe& and evidence of their recovery and ſtrength 
was, the difſclutien of the Parliament at Oxford, after there had 
been given two Subſidies to His Majeſty ; and before they recei- 
ved relief in any one Grievance, many other more miſerable 
effects followed. | 

Theloff: of che Rechel Fleet, by the help of our Shipping, ſer 
forth anddcelivered oyer tothe French, in oppoſition to the ad- 
vice of Parliamenr, which left char Town withour defence by - 


B Sea, 
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Sea, and made way not only to the lofſe of that important 
place, bur likewiſe to the lofſe of all che trengrh and ſecurity. of 
the Proreſt ant Religion in France. 

The diverting of His Majcſties conrſe of: warres-from the 
Weſt- Indies, which was the moſt facile and hopefull way tor this 
Kingdom to prevail a2ainft rhe Spaniard, to an expenſe ull 
and taccciLlefſe attempt upon Cales, which was ſo ordered, as 
fic had rachier becniatencded ro make us weary of Warre, then 
t0 proſper in ir. 

1 he pzecip:race breach which France by taking their Ships to 
| a.grear value, wirthuur making recozzpence ro the Engliſh ; 

whoſe goods were thereupon imbar'd, and confiſcate in that 
Kingdom, | Do, 

The peace with Spain without conſent of Parliamenr, cons 
trary ro the proiniſe of King Fames ro both Houſes ; whereb 
the Palatine Cauſe was diſerted, andlefr to chargeable and hope= 
lefle Treatics, which, for-rhe muſt part, were managed by thoſe, 
wio might juſtly be fuſpetted to be no fricnds torhar Cauſe, + 

The charging ot che King2om with Bill-rred Souldiers in all 
parts of ir, and rhar Concomitant defigne of Germane horſe, that 
ze Landmight either ſubmit with: fear, or beenforced with ri. 
gour to ſuch Arbirrary Contributions, as ſhould be required of 
rhem, 

The diil-.lving of the Parliament in the ſecond yeerof His 
Majeſtics raizn, atter a Declaration of rhcir intent, to grant five 
Sublidi.s, , 

The exaQingot the like proportion of five Subfidies after the 
Parliament difſulved, by Commiſſion of Loan ; and divers Gen= 
tlemen and others impriſoned for nor yeilding to pay that Loan, 
whereby many of them contracted ſuch fickneffes, as colt rhem 
their lives. Great ſammes of Money required, and raiſed by Pri- 
vy Seals. An nnpjuſt and pernicious attewprto exrort great pay» 
ments from the Subje&, by way of Excite; . and a Commiſſion 
ifſued nader Seal to thar purpoſe. The Peritionof Right, which 
was granted in fall Parliament, blaſted with an illegall Decla- 
ration, to make it defiruAive to it ſelf, tothe power «f Parlia= 
ment, tothe Liberty of che Subje&, and to thar purpoſe pr inred 
withir ; and che Petition made of no uſe, but ro ſhew the bold 
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(7) 
and preſumptuous injuſtice of fuck Miniſters as durſt break the 
Laws, and ſupprefſe the Liberties of the Kingdom, after they 
had been fo ſolemnly and evidently declared. 

Another Parliament difſulved, 4 Car, the priviledge of Par- 
liam-<nt broken, by Impriſoning divers Membersof the Houſe, 
detaining them cloſe priſoners for many moncrths together, with- 
our che liberty of uſing Books, Pen, Inke, or Paper, denying 
them all che-comforts of life, all m:ans of preſervation of health, 
not permitting their wives to come unto rhem, even intime of 
their ficknefſe, And for the compleating of that cruelty, after 
yeers ſpent in ſuch miſerable durance, depriving chem of the ne= 
celſary means of Spiricuall conſolation, not ſuffering them rs 
go abread to cnjoy Gods Ocdivances, in Gods Houſe, or Gods 
Miaiſters to come to them, ro adminitter comforr unto them in 
their private Chambers : and co keep them ſtill ia this oppreſſed 
condition, not admitring them to be bayled according ro Law, 
yet vexing them wich Informations in inferiour Courts, ſeaten- 
cing and fining ſome of them tor matters done in Parliament and 
extorting che payments of rhoſe Fines from them, enforcing o« 
rhers to put in ſcurity of good behaviour, before they c.,uld be 

releaſed, | 
The unprifonment of there which refuſed tobe bond, till 
continued ; which might hve been perperuall, if neceſſiy had 
not, thelaft yeer, brought another Parliament to relieve them ; 
of wizom, one diec by the cruelry and harſhnefle of }.is impri- 
ſonm-nr, which would admir of no relaxation, notwithſta ding 
the imminent danger of his life, did ſufficiently appear by the 
declaracion of his Phyfitian : And his reiea'e, or ar leaft, his re- 
freſhment, was ſoug't by many humble Peritions. And his bioud 
ſtil] cries © 1ther for vengeance, or repentance of thoſe Miniſters 
of Scate, whoareat once obftrufted the courſe, both of his Ma- 

Jeſties Juſtice and Mercy, 
| Upon the difſoJucion of both theſe Parliaments, untruz and 
ſcand ilous declartions publiſhed, to aſperſe their proceedings, 
and ſme of their Members, unjuſtly ro make them odious, and 
colour the violence which was uſed agaiaft them. Proclamations 
ſet outro the ſame purpoſe; and to the great deje&ing of the 
harts of the people,forbidding 7 ro ſpeak of ma” . 
| | 2 cer 
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After the breach of the Parliament, in the fourth yeer of His 
Majeſty, Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, and Violence, broke in upon us, 
withour any reſtraint er moderation ; and yer the firſt projeR, 
was the great ſummzs exaQted thorow the whole Kingdom, for 
default of Knight-hood, which ſeemed to have ſome colonr and 
ſhadow of a Law ; yer if it berightly examined by that obfolere 
Law which was pretended for it, it would be fonnd to be againſt 
all therules of Juſtice, borh in reſpe& of the perſons charged, 
the proportion of the Fines demanded, and the abſurd and nn« 
rea Gable mann:r of their proceedings. Tonnage and Poundage 

hath been received without colour or pretence of Lawe man 
other heavy impofitions continued againſt Law; and ſome fo 
unreaſonable, that the famme of the charge, exceeds the valueof 
the Goods, The Book of Rates lately inhanſed to a high propor- 
tion ; and ſuch Merchants as would nor ſubmit to their illegall 
and ieaſ>nable payments, were vexed and opprefled above mea» 
fure ; and the ordinary courſe of Juftice,the common Birth-righr 
of che SubjeR of Eng!2nd, wholly obſtruted unto them, And 
although all this was taken upon pretence of guarding the Sea, 
yet a new and unheard of Tax of Ship-money was deviſed, upon 

rhe ſame pretence, By bork which, there was charged upon rhe 
Subje& neer 700000! ſome yeers; and yet the Merchants have 
been left ſo naked to rhe violence of the Turkiſh Pyrats,that many 
great Ships of value, and thouſands of His Maicſties SubieQs 
have been taken by them, and do till remain in miſerable (layery, 
The enlargement of Forrcfts, contrary to Charta de Foreſta, 
and the compotfition thereupon, The exa&iens of Coar and 
Condudt money, and divers other Military charges. The taking 
away the Arms of the Trained Bands of divers Counties, The 
de{pzrate deſign of engroſfing all the Gun-powder into one 
| hand, keeping it in the Tower of London, and ſerting fo high a 
Rate upon it, thar-the poorer fort were nor able to buy ir, nor 
could any have it without Licenſe ; thereby to leave the ſeverall 
parss of the Kingdom deſt icure of cheiynecefſary defence ; and by 
ſling ſo dear that which was fold, rd make an unlawſull advan=- 
tage of ir, ro the great charge and detriment of the Subi- &, the 
generall deſtruQtion of rhe Kings Timber, eſpecially that in the 
Forrelt ot Dear, fold io Papiſts, which was the beſt Store- houſe 


of 
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ef this Kingdom, for the maintenance of our Shipping. The ta- 
king away of mens right, under colour of the Kings tile co 
Land between high and low water-Marks, The Monopelies of 
Sope, Salt, Wine, Leather, Sea-Cole, and, in a manner, of all 
things of moſt common and neceſſary uſe, The reftraint of the 
Liberties of the SnbieRs In their habicarion, Trades, and other 
Intereſt, Their vexation and oppreſſion by Purveyors,Clerks of 
the Marxcr,and Salr-Peeter-men, The ale of pretended Nuzans 
ces,as Buildings in and about London, conveition of Arable into 
Paſture, continuance of Paſtare, under the name of depopula. 
tion, have drawn many Millions cut of the Subicfts Purſes, 
withour any conſiderable profit to his Maieſty. "oP quanriries 
of Common, and ſeyerall Grounds, have becn raken fromthe 
Subie&, by colour of the Scatuteof Improvement, and by abuſe 
of the Commiſſion of Sewers, withour their conſent, and againſ 
it, And not only private Tarereft,but alſo publike faich have been 
broken, in ſizing of the money and Bullion in the Mint ; and the 
whole Kinzdom like to be robb'd at once, inthar abominable 
projedt of Braſſe Money Great numbers of his Mateſties Sub. 
teas, for rcfyfing thoſe unlawfall charges, haverbeen vext with 
long and expenfive ſuits ; ſomefined and cenſured, others com- 
micred ro long and hard ſmprifonments and confinements, to the 
Loſe of health of many, of life in fome3 and others have had 
rheir houſes broken up, their goods ſeized , ſome have been res» 
ſtrained from their lawfull Callings : Ships have been interrup- 
ted in their Voyages, ſurprized at Sca in an Hoſtile manner, by 
Projectors, as by a common Enemy : Merchants prohibired to 
unlade their goods in fuchPorts, as were for their own advantage, 
and forced to bring them to choſe places whichwere moſt for the 
advantiges of the Monopolizers and Proic&yrs, The Court of 
Srarchamber hath abonaded in extravagant cenfures,not only for 
the maintenance and improvement of Monopolics, and other un- 
lawfall raxes ; but for divers other Cauſes, where rhere hath been 
no offcnce,or very fall; wherby Lis MUS Subiefts have been op- 
{rins dy grievous Fines, Tinprifonments, Stigmat/zinge, Muti- 
ations, Whippings ,Pil{ori's, Gags,Confinemenrs, Baniſhments; 
afrer fo rigid a miner, as hath nor only deprived men of the foctzty 
of cheir fciends,cxerciſe of their proieſtios,comfort of Books, uſe 
of Paper or Inxc, bur even violated that neer Lnion which God 
| 'B 3 | hath 
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hath eſta&:ſht berwixt Men and cheir Wives, by forced and con- 
ſtrained ſepararion 3 whereby they have been' bereaved of the 
comtort and conve: fation one of anorher, tor many yeers toge- 
ther, wkthoat hope of r-liet ; it God had not by his over-ruling 
Providence, given ſome iaterruptionto the prevailing power, 
aad Counſell of thole, who were the Authors and Promoters of 

uch pzremptory 2nd headdy courſes, 
Judges have been pur our of their places, for refuſing ro do 
againk their Oaths,and Conſciences : Ochers have been ſo awed, 
that they durſi not dy their duties, and the berrer ro hold a rod 
over them, the Clauſe quam din ſe bene geſſerit was left our of 
theic Pac-ncs, and a new Clauſe Durante bene placito inſerted. 
Lawyers have been ch-ckt, for being faithtull to their Clients ; 
Salicicors and Arturneyes have b-en threatned, and ſome punt- 
(hed for following lawiull Suires : And by this means all che 
approaches to Juſtice were in*cerrupted and forecluded, New 
Oaths have been forced upon che Subjeft againſt Law ; new Ju- 
dicatoriescreAed-without Law : The Councell Table have, by 
their O ders, offsred to binde the SubjeRs in their free holds 
Eft xce:, Suires, and Aﬀtions. The pretended Courr of the Earl 
Mun ſp il was Atbitcary,andTilegall in irs being, and proceedings. 
The Chancery, - Exchequer- Chamber, Courr of Wards, and o- 
th:r Engliſh Courts have been grievous in cxceeding their Juriſ- 
dition. Theeſtate of many Families weaknedzand ſome tuined 
by exceſſive Fines, exaftcd from them for Compoſitions of 
W ard{hips, All Leaſes of above a hundred yeers, made ro draw 
on Wa dſhip contrary to Law. Unzue proccedings uſed in the 
fading of Oth-es, ro make the Jury fiade tor the Kmg. The 
Coumyon=" aw Cuurts, ſeeing ali Men more inclined to ſee 
Juſtice there, whese ir may, be fi.ced ro their own defire, are 
known frequently 5 farſake the Rules of rhe Common-law, 
and ſtrainiag beyond cheir bounds, under prerence of equity to 
d» Injuſtice, Ticles of Honour, Judiciall places, Serjean:ſhips 
a: Law, and other Offices have been fold for great fammes of 
mouty ; wixrcby the common Tultice of the Kingdom hath b-en 
much endangered, not only by opening away of employment 
4n places of great Truſt, and advancage ro Men of weak parts ; 
but alſo ty giving occalion to Bribery, Excortion, Partiality ; 
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I ſeldome hapning, that places, iil-gotten.are well uſed, Cemy 
miftons have vcen granted for examining the cxcelſe ot Fecs : 
and when gieat exations have been diſcovered, Compolicins 
have been made with Delinqenrs, not only for the cime paſt, but 
likewiſe for immunity and ſecurity in offending, for the rime to 
come ; which under colour of remedy,-hath but cor:firmed, and 
encreaſed the Grievance to rhe SubjeRt, The uſuall courſe of 
pricking Sh-riffs, nor obſerved, bur many times Sheriffs made 
in an extraordinary way ſomerimes as a puniſhm:nt and charge 
unro them ; ſometimes ſuch were pricked out, as woulki be In« 
ſtruments x0 execute whatſoever they wou'd have to be done, 
The Biſhops ard the reſt of the C'ergy, did triumph in the 
Suſpenfions, Exeommunicaticns, Deprivaticns, 1nd Degradatt= 
ons of divers painiul], lcarned, and p'ous Minitters, in the vexa- 
tion, and grievous oppreflion of great numbers of His Maieſties 
good Subjetts,. The High-Commiſſicn grew to ſuch excefſe of 
ſharpnefle and ſevericy, as was not. much leffe thea che Romiſh 
Inquitition ; and yet in many caſes by the Archbiſhops power, 
was made much more heavy, being aflifted, and irengrhned by 
autho;iry of the Councel]-Tab:e. 
The Biſhops, 2nd their Courts, were as eag:r in the Country ; 
and although thetr Juriſciaion could nor teach fotighin rt or, 
and extremicy of puniſhm. nr, yet were rhicy no lfle grievous, 
in reipe& ot che generalicy, and mw/tipiicicy of vexationswhich 
ligncing upon the meaner fort ot Tradcl-men, ard Artificers, did 
impoveriſh many thouſands, and fo affii& and rronb'e others, 
that great numbers, ro avoid their miſerics, . d. parted our-of the 
Kingdom, fore into New-England, and other paris of America, 
others into Holland, where tizey have tranſpo: red their Manu= 
factures of Cloath, which 1s not only a lofſe by diminifhing the 
preſent tcck of the Kingdom, bur a great miſchict by impairing 
> and endangering the lofſe of thar peculiar Trade of Cloarhing, 
which hath been a plentitull Fountain of Wealrh and Honcur to 
tl.i: Nation. Thoſe were ficte ft for Ecelefiafticall prefermenr,and 
focn. it obtained ir, who were moſt « fficious in.promorting {uper« 
ſticion, mcdt virulent im railing azainit Godiinefſe, and honeſty, 
The moft publite and Gleuwmn Sermons before His Maicttie 
were, either to adyance Prerogative above Law, and Decry ihe 
property of the Subjet, or tull of ſuch kinde of inveRives; 
| | whereby 
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whey might make thoſe odious, who fought to maintait'the Re- 
M"eion, Laws, and Liberties of the Kingdom ; and (uch men were 
fure ro be weeded ont of the Commiſſion of the Peace, and out 
of all other imploymentrs of power in the Government of the 
Countrey. Many noble Perſonages were Councellors in name g 
bur the power and authority remained in a few of ſuch, as were 
moſt addi&ted co this partie ; whoſe reſolutions, and determiaa« 
tions were bronghr ro the Tadleyfor countenance,and execution, 
and not for debare, and deliberation z and no Man could offer to 
oppoſe them wirchout diſgrace, and hazard to himſelf; Nay, all 
thoſe rhar did not wholly concurre and a&ively contribute ro rhe 
furcherance of their defignes, though otherwiſe, perſons of never 
ſo great Hononr, and Abilities, were fo farre trom being em- 
ployed in any place of Truſt,and power, that rhey were negle&- 
ed, diſcouncenanced, andupon all occaſions injured and oppreſ< 
ſed. This Fation was grown to thar height, and entireneile of 
power, that now chey began to rhink of finiſhing their Work, 
which conſ:{ted of theſe three parts. Ha 

I. The Government muſt be ſet free from all reftraint of Laws, 
concerning ur Perſons and States, | 

2. There muſt be a ConfunCtion betwixt Papiſts and Proteſtants 
in Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Ceremonies ; only it muſt not yet be cal= 
led Popery. ' : 

3. The Puritans under which name, they include all thoſe that de= 
fire to preſerve the Laws, and Liberties of the Kingdom, and to 
maintain Religion in the porver of it ; muſt be eitber rooted ont of tbe 
Kingdom wich force,or driven out with fear, For the effeting of this, 
It was thought neceſſary to reduce Scotland to ſuch Popiſh ſuperſtiti= 
ons, and Innovations, as might make them apt 10 jom with England, 
in that great change which was. intended, Whereupon new-Canons, 
and a new Liturgy were preſt pon them ; and when they refuſed to 
admit of them, an Army was raiſed to force them to it, towards wbicb 
the Clergy, and ihe Papiſts were very forward in their contribution. 
Tbe Sens likewiſe raiſed an Army for their defence; and when botb 
Armies were come togetber,and ready for a bloudy encounier, His Ma- 
Jeſtier own Gracious diſpoſition, and the Councell of the Engliſh No- 
bility , and Datifull ſubmiſſion of the Scots, did ſo farre prevail a« 
gainſt the evill Councell of others, that a Pacific ation was made, and 
His Majeſty reinrned with Peace, and much honour to London, 


The 
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(71) | 
The unexpeQed reconcifiation was molt accepezble ts 
all the Kingdome, except to the malignant partie, where- 
of the Archbiſhop and the Earle of Stafford being heads, 
they and their fa&tion begun to enveigh againſt the Peace, 
and to aggravateithe proceeding of the Kates, which ſo 
Incenſed his Majeſtie, that he forthwith prepared againe 
tor Warre, And ſuch was their confidence, that having 
corrupted and diſtempered the whole frame and Govern- 
ment of the Kingdome, they did now hope to corrupt that 
which was the onely- means to'ireftgreall to a right frame 
and. temper againe : 'to which end they perſwaded His 
Majeſtic to call a Parliament, not to ſecke counſel and'ad- 
vice of them, but to draw Countenance and Supply from 
them; and. efigage the whole Kingdomein their Quarrell: 
and; inthe. tveanc time; continudd /a)l thelrutultt Levics 
of Money, reſolving either-ro'miake the Parliameneplianc 
_ to their Will,- and to eſtabliſh miſchiefe by a Law, orelſe 
tobreake it; and with more colour to goe on by violence, 
to take what they could not obtain by conſent. The gronnd 
alledged for the juſtification of this Warre was this: [+ _ 
| That the undutifull Demands of the Parliaments of Score 
land, was a {uthcient reaſon for His Majeſtic to take Arnies 
againſt-them, without hearing the Reaſon of thoſe De- 
mands ; And thereupon a new Armie was prepared againſt 
them, their Ships were ſeized in all Ports, both of £»gland 
and Jreland, and at Sea. Their Peritions rtje&ed; their 
Commiſlioners refuſed Audience. This whole Kingdome 
moſt miſerably diftempered with Levies'of Men and Mo- 
ney, and Impriſonments of thoſe who denied toſubmitto 
thoſe Levies. The Earle of Srraffori paſt into-Ireland, ca- 
ſed the, Parliament there to declare againſt the Se9ts, to 
give foure' Subſidies:towards that Warre z and to ingage 
themſelves, their lives and fortunes for the profecutien of 
it,and gave dire&ions for an Army of eight thonſand foot, 
and one thouſand horle, tg be levied there, which were for 
the moſt parc Papiſts, The Parliament met apon the thir- 
teenth of April, one thouſand fix hundred and fortie, The 
Earle of Straffera, and Archbiſhop of Canrerbary, {the 
C tier 


their Party ſo prevailed with His Mayfty, that the Houſe of 
Commons was preit to yeeld to a Supply for maintenance of 
the Warre with Scorlavd, before they had provided any 
reliefe fqr the great and -preſſing Grievances of the people, 
which being againſt the fundamentall Priviledge and pro- 
ceeding of | |»; "aiding was yet in humble reſpe& to his 
Majeſtie, ſq farre admitted, as that they agreed to take the 
matter of Supply into conſideration, & two ſeverall dayes- 
it was debated. Twelve Sublidies were demanded for the 
releaſe of Ship-maney alane; Athird day was appointed: 
far Concluſipn, when the Heads of that Partie begun to- 
feare the people might cloſe with the King in ſatisfying his 
defite of Money.:- But that withall they were like to blaſt 
their malicious defignes againk Scet/ana,finding themvery 
much indiſpaſed to giveany countenance to that Warre, - 
 Thercupon they wickedly adviſed the King to break off 
the Parliament, and to returne to the wayes of Confafion, 


in which their own eyill intentions were moſt like to pro- 
ſper and ſucceed, 


| After the Parliamentended the fifth of Afay, one thou- 
ſand fix hundred and fortic, this Partie grew ſo bold, as. 
to counſel] the:King to Supply Himſelfe out of His Sub- 
zeas Rates by bis own Power, at his own Will, withour- 
their conſent. T he very nextday, ſome ©Hembers of both 
Houſes had their Studies and Cabinets, yea their Pockets 
ſearched ;.Another of them not longafter was committed - 
cloſe prifoner, for not delivering ſome Petitions which 
he received by authority of that Hewfe,and if harſher cour- 
_ ſes were intended (as was reported) it is very probable 
that the ſickneſſe of the Earle of Strafferd , andthe Tumul-. 
- tyousrifing in Setbwrarke, and about Lambeth, were the 
cauſes that ſuch violent intentions were not brought to 
execution, A falſe and ſcandalous Declaration againſt the - 
Honſe of Commons, was publiihed in his Majeftics Name, 
which yet wrought little efle&t with the people, but only to . 
manifeſt the impudence of thoſe who were Authors of it. 


A forced Loan of Money was aitempted in the Gitic of 
London... | 


(13) 
The Lord Major and Aldermen in their feverall Wards 
enjoyned to bringin a lift of the Nanws of fuch perſons as 


they;judged fit to kind, and of the fammie they ſhould lend. 


And _ Aldermen as refuſed fo to doe, were committed 
£O prilon, ny 
he Archb:ſcop. and the other Br/ſho9ps and Clergie con- 
tinued the Coxpocarion, and by a-new'Commiſtan turned 
it to a Provincial Synod," tn Whi by anunheant-of pre- 
famption, they made {anor: that containe inthem many 
matters contrary tothe Kings Precogativey tothe funda» 
mentall Lawes and Statuces © the Roald co the right of 
Parliaments, to the Propertie and: Libertic of the SubjeQ, 
and matters tending to fedition; and of dangereusconſer 
quence, thereby eſtabliſhing their own Uſurpations, juſti- 
ing their: Altar-worſtnp, and thoſe other ſuperſtitious 
naovatios, which they formerly introduced without war- 
key Lol ney Olthuperidimcs oils Majitha 
; impoſed a new Oath upon divers of his Majeftics 
SubjeRs, both Ecelefiaſticall ol Loy, for maintenance of 
their own Tyranny ; and laid a great Tax upon the Cler- 
gic for Supply of his Majeſtic ; and generally they ſhewed 
them(chies very affeftionate-to the Warre with Scor/and, 
which was by ſome of them tiled Bellum Epiſcopale, and a 
Prayer compoſed, and enjoyncd to be read in all Churches, 
calling the Scors, Rebels, to put the two Nations into 
bloud,and make them irreconcileable. All thoſe pretended. 


| Canons and (onftiturions werearmed with the ſeverall Ceme 


fares of "'Syfpenfion, Excommuunication, Deprivation , by 


which they would have thruſt our all the good Miniſters, 


and moſt of the wellaffeQed people of the Kingdome, and 
left an cafie paſſage to their own Defigne of Reconciliati- 
on with: Rowe, The Popiſh party enjoyned ſuch Exempti-- 


. + onsfromithe Penal Lawes, as amounted to: a Folleration,- 


befides many other encouragements, and Court favours: 
They'had a Secretary of State, S'" Francis Winaibank, a 
powerful Agon for the ſpeeding ofall their defires,a Popes 
NAuntio refiding here toaC and governe them according to. 
fnch influegces as he teceived-from Rome, and wo intercede- 
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for them with.the moſt powerfull concurrence of the fo:-- 
raigne Princes of that Religion: By hisiauthoritiethe Pa-: 
piſs of all ſorts, Nobility, Gentry, and Clergie were con- 
vacated, after the manner of a Parliament ; new Juriſdidi-- 
ons wereereed of Romi/b Archbiſheps, Taxes levied, ano- 
ther State motilded within this State independant in Go- 
vernment, contrary. in intere{t and: affeQion, ſecretly cor- 
rupting the ignorant, or.negligent profeſſors of ourReli- 
#j0n,and cloſely riniting.and combining themſelves again 


.ſuch as were ſound, in this poſture waiting for an opportu-' 


nitie by force $o deſtroy thoſe whom-they could not hope 
to ſeduce; Fos the effeQing whereof, they were ſtrengthe- 
ned with ArmesAnitManition,encouraged by ſaperſtitious 
Prayers,enjoynced by:the Nentio to be! weekly made for the 
proſperitie of ſome-great [defigne.. And ſuch power: had: 
they at Court, that ſecretly a Commiſiton was iſſued; ont, 
intended to be iſſued to ſome great Men of that. profeſſion: 
for the I&vyirigiof Souldiers,ard.to commandand employ 
them accordingto private ToftiuRions, which wiee;:doube. 
were framed for the advantage of thoſe who wefe the con-- 
trivers of them : His Majeſtics Treaſure was confined, his: 
Revenue anticipated.,/ His;Servants and Offivers compelled 
to lend great ſummes'of Money. ;;Miltitudeswete called to 
the Councall Table, wha were tired with long-attendances' 
therefor refufing illegall payments. The P7i/on+:were filled 
with their: Commitments z many of : the. Sheriffes fummo- 
ned iato the;Stdrred Chamber; and fome.impriſanedfor not 
being quicke enough inlevying:the Ship-money, the peo- 
pleianigitifhied under griefe.arid:feare; mbivitible hope beirig 
left, but in deſperation, The Nobility began to;be weary of 
their lilence,ind patience,and.ſenfible oft the dutie and truſt 
whick belongs:to them;;:and-thereupon;ſonie of the moſt 
eminent them did pecition bis Majeſty at fichna'time 
whenevill Goutrels:werefafirangythatzheyyhac: reaſon. - 
to expet more hazard 49-themielves; ben .redrefle. of 
thoſe publike [evils far whichthey .interceded;,, whileft4be 
Kingdomewas inkhis agitation andmittainpetyigbe: Scare. 
reſtrained: im their rradts Amppeviied by theJoffadkmary! 
ofthcir Ships, bereaved of all poilibilitie of fatisiying His 
| Majltic 


nt. 
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Majeſtic by any-naked Supplication, entred with'a power-" 
full Anng into the Kingdomie ; and without any' hoftile: 
AQor ſpoil the Conntrey. asthey.paſfed; morethtn for-: 
cinga paſſage overthe Tyne at Newborne, neer NewcafiHe, 
| apy themſelves of Newcafle, and had afair opportu-: 
utie to. preſſe on further upon the Kings Armie:: bur dutie 
and Reverence to Hlis Majeſtie;, and brotherly'loveno: the: 
Englifh Nation, made them ftay there, whereby the' King: | 
had leaſureto entertain better Councels ; wherein God {o' 
blefſed and direfted him, that. be ſummoned the great 
 Councell.of Pecrs to; meet at Yorke, upon; the: twentie' 
fourth of September ,and there declareda Parliament to: 
begin the. third of ' November then following.: The Scors 
the ficit day of the great Councel],;preſented an humble Pe-- 
tition to His Majeſtic, whereupon the Treatic was appoint- 
ed at Rippor. A preſent Ceſſation of Armes agreed upon: 
and the full Concluſion of all differences: referred: tothe! 
wiſedome and-care of the Parliament. Atour firſtweeting, 
all Oppoſitions ſeemed to vaniſh; the mitchiefes were 1o 
evident, which thoſe evill Councellors produced,:thar'no 
Man yuh itand up tudetend them.: Y«t the: work it ſelf 
affgrde; diffcul ie-enongh,. Fhe multiplied evils;and-cor-: 
ruption of ſixtecn yeers-ſtrengthened.by cuſtome rand-an-! 
thoritie, and the concurrent mtereſt of many powe full - 
delinquents were.now to be- brought to judgement and 
Reformation.'The Kings Houſhold was to be provided for, 
they, had brought him ro;that want, that he could nor ſup-" 
ply,his ordinarle, and necefſarie expences, without the aſ-' 
ſſtanceof hjs people. Two Armies were to 'be:payed; 
which amounted: very. neer to. 80, thoufand pounds a! 
woneth ; the people were to be tenderly tharged, having 
been formerly exhaulted with-azany burthenforeProjets. 1 
The d.fficulties/{eemed to be infpperable, which by-the Di-! 
vine Providence we have overcome. The Contrarietics in-: 
empatible, which yet in,a great meaſure we havo recon- - 
cited, Six Subſidies have been granted, andaBiulobPollk 
mfr if it be dyely levied;dway equall fix Subſitties! 
more 1a, af, fixhundredthouſand pounds.'Befides we Have 3 
tr C 3 contrated _ 


CC re et Er I —— ” 


(16) 


'contrafted aDebt to the Scors of 229. thouſand pounds; 


and yet God hath ſo blelſed the endeavours of this Pari3a- 
went, that the Kingdome is a great gainer by all thefe 


charges, The Ship-money isabolifhed, which coſt the king- 


dome above 200. thouſand pounds a yeer, The Coat and 


-Condu money , and other miljtarie charges , are taken 


away, which in many Countreys amounted to little lefſe 


then the Ship-money, The Monopolies are all ſn Iſt, 


whereof ſome few did preiudice the Subie, above a Milli» 
on ycerly. The Soap an hundred thouſand pounds the 


 Winethree hundred-thouſand pounds ; the Leather muſt 


needs exceed both : and Salt could be no leffe then thar; 


beſides the inferiour Monopolies, which if they could be 


exaAly computed, would makeup a great fumme, Thar 
which is more beneficiall then all this is, that the root of 
theſe evils istaken away, which was the arbitrary power 


| pretended to bein his Maieſtie, of taxing the SubieR, or 


charging their eſtates without conſent in Parliament, which 
is now deelarcd to be againſt Law, by the iudgement 'of 
both Hoxſes, and likewiſe by an AQ of Parliament, Ano- 
ther ſtep of greatadvantage is this: the living Grievances, 
the evill Councellors and Aﬀors of theſe miſchiefs have 
been ſo quelled;by the juſtice doneupon the Earl of Srraf- 
Ford, the flight of the Lord Fixch, and Secretary 14mg 
The accuſation and imprifonment of the Archbiſhop o 

Canterbury, of Judge Bartlet, and the impeachment of di- 
yers other Biſhops and Judges, that it is like not onely to 
be aneaſe to the preſent times, but a preſervation to the fu- 
ture, The diſcontinuance of Par/iaments is prevented by the 


| Bill for a Triexniall Parliament, and the abrupt diffolution 


of this Par lament by another Bill ; by which it is provi- 
ded,it ſhall notbediffolved or adionrned without the con« 
ſent of both Howfes, Which two Laws well confidered,' 
may be thought more advantagious then all the former, 
becauſe they ſecure a full operation of the preſent remedie, 
and afforda perpetuall Spring of remedies for the future: 


The Star-Chamber, the High Commiſſion, the Courts of 
the Preſident, and Councell in the North), were-fo' many 


forges 
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* forgesof milerie,opprefhion, and violence,and are all taken 
away,whereby men aremore ſecured in their perſons , li- 
berties, and eſtates, then they could beby any Law or Ex- 
ample for the regulation of thoſe Courts, or Terror of the 
Judges; Theimmoderate power of the (onuncell Table, and 
theexcefſive abuſe of that power is ſo ordered and reſteain- 
ed, that we may well hope that no ſuch things as were fre- 
quently done by them, to the prejudice of the publique li- 
bertie, will appear in future times but onely in Stories, to 
pivens and our poſteritie more occafion to praiſe God for 
is Maieſtics goodneſfſe , and the faithfull endeavours of 
this Parliament, The ( anon, and the power of (anon ma» 
king, are blaſted by the Vote of both Houſes, The exorbi- 
tant power of B:/hops, and their Courts, aremuch abated, 
by ſome Proviſions in the Bill againſt the High Commiſſion 
Cotrt, The Authors of the many Innovations in DoArine 
andceremonies; The Miniſtersthat have been ſcandalous 
In their lives, have been ſo terrified in iuſt complaints and 
accuſations, that we may well hope they will be more mo-- 
deft for the time tocome; either inwardly convifted by the 
fight of their own folly , or outwardly reftrained by the 
fear of puniſhment, The Forreſt are by a'good Law re- 
duced to their right bounds; the encroachments and 0 
prefſions of the Starnaric Conrts; The Extortions of the 
Clerk of the Market, and the compulſion of the Subie& 
to receive the Order of Knight-hood againſt his will, pay-- 
Ing of Fines for not receivingit, and the vexatious pro-- 
ceedings thereupon for levying of thoſe Fines,are by other 
beneficiall Laws refoxmed and prevented, Many excellent- 
Laws and provifions arc in preparation for removing the 
inordinate power, vexation, and ye tion of Biſops, 
for reforming the pride and Idleneffe of many of the (ler-- 
5c, for eaſing the people of unneceſſarie ceremonies in Re-- 
gion, for cenſuringand removing unworthy andunpro-- 
fitable Miniſters ; and for maintaining godly and diligent 
Preachers through the Kingdome : Other things of many. 
importance for the good of this Kingdome, are in propo=- 
fixion, though lite could kitherto be done, in regar of 
F t - 
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_ the many other more prefling buſineſſes, whichi yet before 
the end of this Sefſion,we hope may receive ſome progents 


and perfe&tion, The eſtabliſhing and ordering the Kings 
Reyenue,that ſo the abuſe of Officers,and ſuperfluitie of exe 
Pences may be cut off, and the neceſſarie disburſments for 
' his Maieſties Honour, ths defence:and government of the 
Kirigdome, may be more certaialy provided for, The re- 
ewating of Gourts of Juſtice, and abridging both the de- 
layes and charges of Law Suits; The ſetling of ſome 
gaod courſes for preventing the exportation of Gold and 
Silver, and the inequality of exchapges betwixt us,and 9- 
ther Nations, for the advancing of native Commodities, 
increaſe of our ManufaQures, and well ballancing of 
Trade, whereby the Stock of the Kingdome may. be;in- 
creaſed,;or at leaſt kept 'from impairing, as through neg- 
le& hereof it hath done for many yeers laſt.paltz For im+ 
proving the Herring fiſhing,upon upon our, own Colts; 
which will be of mightie uſe in the imployment of: the 
poore, and. a plentifull Nurſerieof Mariners for inabling 
the Kingdome inanygreat Aﬀton, The oppoſitions; ab= 
trucions, and other Difficulties wherewith we. have, been 
encountired , and which fill lie in our way ' with ſome 
ſtrength and much obſtinacie are theſe: The malignant 
Partie whom we have formerly deſcribed, to be the Aﬀors 
and promoters of all our miſcrje , they have taken heart 
again; They: have been able to preferre ſome of their own 
Fa&ors and Agents to degrees of honour, to places of 
truſt and imployment even during the-Parliamenr, They 
have endeavoured. to work in his Majeſtic ill impreflions 
and opinions of Ourproceedings, as if we had altogether _ 
done our own work, and not His, and had obtained from 
bim many. things very. prejudiciall to the Grown, both..in 
refpeft of Prerogative and Profit, Towipe out this flan+ 
der, Wethink'good onely to ſay thus much : That all that 
We havedone, is for His Maieſtie, His greatneſſe,; Honour; 
and {tpport, when We yeeld'to give twenty tye thquſand 
pound a mancth for the relief of the Northern Countceys; 
Me ent in | this 


this was given to the King, for he was bound to' prore& his 
jubje&s, they were his Majeities evill Counſellors. and their 
Ul iatraments that were a&ors in thoſe grievances which 
brought in the Scots : and if his Majeſty pleafe to force thoſe 
who werethe authors of this warre to make farisſa&ion, as 
he might juſtly and eaſily doe, it ſeemes very reaſonable thac 
the people might well be excuſed from taking upon then 
this burden, being altogether innocent ,- and free from belag 
any cauſes of it, _ 5 2H | | 

- When weundertooke the charge of the army , which coſt 
above 50008.pound a moneth, was not this given to the King? . 
was it not his Majefties army ? were not all the Commaiidecs 
under contraft with his Majeſty at higher ratesand' preater 
wages then ordinary ? and have not we taken upon us to dif- 
charge all the brotherly affiſtance of three hundred thouſand 
pounds which we gave the Scots? was it not toward repaite 
of thoſe dammages and loſſes which- they received from the 
Kings ſhips , and from his minifters'?? Theſe three particulars 
amount to above I 100. thouſand pound, befides his-Majeſty 
hath received by impoſitionsupop merchandile at leaſt 400. 
thouſand pounds; ſo that his Majeſty hath had our ofthe ſub- 
je&s purſe fince the Parliamerit began, ' one million ati halfe, 
and yer theſe men can' be ſo impudent, asto tell his Majeſty, 
that we have done nothing for him. As to the ſecond branch 
of this ſJander,we acknowledge with much thankfulneffe thar 
his Majefty-hath pafted more: pood' Bils to the advantage of 
the ſubje&s then! have beene in many ages; bur withall wee 
cannot forget, that theſe venomous counſels did manifeſt theme 
ſelves in ſome endeavours to hinder theſe good Ads: and for 
both Houſes of Parliament wee may wich-tryth and modeſty 
ſay thus much, -That we havecever beene' catefull not to defire 
any thing that ſhould weakenthe Crowne cither'in juſt profic 
or uſefnll power. The triennial Parliament,for the matcer of it, 
doth not <xtend' to'fo much ag by Law we ought to have re- 
quired, there being tWoStatutes {#11 in force for a Parliament 
tobe onte a yeere'; and for the nianner of ity, It isin the Kings 
power;that it ſhall tiever take effe&; if he by attmely Oe 


ſhall prevent any other way of aſſembling, In the Bill for con- 
tinuance of this preſent Parliament , there ſeemes to be ſome 
re itraint of the royall power in diffolving of Parliaments,ni 
to take it out of the crowne, but to ſaſpend the execution Fit 
for this time and occaſion onely, which was ſo necefſary for 
the Kings owne ſecurity, and the pubiique peace,that without 
it we could not have undertaken any of theſe preatcharges, 
but muſt have left both the armies to drſorder and contuſion, * 
and the whole Kingdome to blood and rapin. The Starre- 
chamber was much more fruictull in oppreſſion then in profic, 
the great fines being for the moſt part given away, and the 
reſt ſtalled at long thnes. The fines of the high Commiſſion 
were in themſelves unjuſt and ſeldome or never came inco the 
Kings purſe. Thete toure Bils are particularly and more ſpeci« 
ally inftanced, in the reſt there will not be found fo much as a. 
ſhadow of prejudice to the Crowne. T hey bave ſought to di- 
miniſh our reputation- with' the people , and to bring.them 
out of love with Parliaments ; the aſperſions which they have 
attempted this way,have been ſuch as theſe, That we have ſpent 
much time and donelittle,efpecially in thoſe grievances which! 
concerne Religion. That the Parliament js a burden to the 
Kirigdome by the abundance of ProteAions which: hinder 
Juſtice ahd Trade, and by many Subſidies granted,much more 
heavy then any they formerly endured z ro which there is a 
ready anſwer: if the time ſpentin this Parliament be confide- 
red in relation backward to the long growth and deep rout of 
thoſe grievances, which we haye removed, to the powerfull 
upports of thoſe delinquents which we have purſued , to the 
great neceſſicies and other charges of the Common wealth for 
which we have provided: or if ic be con{idered in relation 
forward to many advantages ,, which, not onely.the preſent, 
but future ages are like to.reap by-the good lawes'and other 
proceedings in this Parliament, we doubt not but it will be 
thought by all indifferent judgements that our time hath been 
much betrer imployed then in a farre greater. proportion of 
time in many-former Parliaments. put-together ; and the 
charges-which have beene Jaid upon the SubjeR,and the other 
incon= 


inconveniences which they have borne will ſeem very lightin 
reſpe& of the benefit they have and may receive, And for the 
matter of proteRtions, the Pariiament 1s ſo ſenſible of it, that 
therein they intend to give them whatſoever caſe way ſtand 
with Honour and Juſtice ; and are ina way of paf[.ng a Bill to 
give them ſatisfation. They have ſought by many ſubtile 
praRices, to cauſe jealouſies and diviſions betwixtus andour 
brethren of Scotland, by {landering their proceedings and in- 
tentions towards us, and by fecret endeavours to inſtigate and 
incenſe them and us one againſt another. They have had {uch a 
- party of Biſhops & popiſhLords in the houſe of Peeres,as hath 
cauſed much oppoſition and delay in the proſecution of delin- 
quents, hindred the proceedings of divers good Bils paſfed in 
theC6mons houſe,concerning the reformation of ſundry great 
abuſes and corruptions both in Church and State: They have 
laboured to ſeduce and corrupt ſoine of the Commons Houſe, 
to draw them into conſpiracies and combinations againſt the 
liberty of the Parliament: And by their inſtruments and agents 
they have attempted to diſaffe&and diſcontent his Majeſties 
Army, & to ingape it for the maintenance of their wicked and 
trayteraus deſignes,the keeping up of Biſhops in votes and fun- 
&ions, and by force to compell the Parliament to order, limit, 
and diſpoſe. their proceedings in ſuch manner as mighit beſt 
concur with the intentions of this.dangerons and potent fa&i- 
on: And when one miſchievous defigne,and attempt of theirs 
to bring on the Army againſ the Parliament, and the City of 
London had been diſcovered and prevented, they preſently 
undertooke another of the ſame damnable nature, with this 
addition to it, to endeavuur_to make the Scotiſh Army neu- 
trall, whilſt the Engliſh Army which they had laboured to 
corrupt and invenome againſt us by their talſe and flanderous 
ſaggeſtions ſhould execute their malice to the ſubverſion of 
 ourreligion and tbe diffolution of our government. Thus they 
have beene continually pra&zing to diſturbe the peace, and 
plotting the deſtrugion even ot all the Kings dominions,and | 
have employed their emifſaries' and agents in them all for the 
promoting of their divellh defignes which the vigilancy of 
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Thoſe who were well affe&ed hath {till diſcovered and defeated 
before they were ripe for execution in England and Scotland, 
onely in Ireland which was farther off chey have had time and 
oppertunity to mould and prepare their worke, and had 
brought it to that pecfe&ion that they had poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of that whole Kingdome, totally ſubverted the govern- 
ment of it, rooted out religion,and deſtroyed all th-proteftants 
whom the conſcience of their duety to God, their King and 
Countrey would not have permitted'to joyne with them, if 
by Gods wonderfull providence their maine enterpriſe upon 
the Ciry and Cattell of Dublin had not beene detefted and 
prevented Upon the very eive before it ſhould have been exe- 
cuted. Notwithſtanding they have in other parts of that King- 
dome broken ouc inco open rebellion, ſurprifing Townes and 
Caſtels, committed murders, rapes, and other villanies; and 
ihaker off all bonds of obedience to his Majeſty, and the lawes 
of the Realme ; and ingenerall have kindled fach a fire,as no- 
ching but Gods infinite bleſsing upon the wiſedome and en- 
deavours of this State will be able to quench ic : and certainly 
had not Godin his great mercy unto this Land diſcovered and 
confounded their former defignes, wee had been the Prologue 
rothis Tragedy in Ireland, and had by this time beene made 
the lamentable ſpeRacle of miſery and confuſion. And now 
what hope have we but in God,when as the only'means of our 
ſibfance, andpower of reformation is'rinder him; inthe 
Parliament; but what'can we the Commons without the con- 
junfion of the Honſe of Lords, and what conpun&ion can we 
expect there, when the Biſhops and recuſant Lords are ſo nu- 
merous and prevalent}, that they are able to crofſe and inter- 
rapt onr beſt endeavonrsfor reformation, and by that meanes 
give advantageſrochis malignant party to traduce our procee- 
dings. They intaſe into the people, that we meane to aboliſh 
all Church government,and leave every man to his owne fancy 
for the ſervice and worſhip of God, abſolving him of that 0- 
bedience which he owes under God unto his Majeſty whom 
we know co: be intruſted with the Ecclefiaſticall law as 
well. as with the temporall to regulate all the members _ 
| - the 


the Churchof England by ſuch rules of order and difcipline = 


a8 are eſtabiſhed by Parliament which is his great Councell,in 
all aff .ires both in Church and State» We confeſſe our ir ten- 
tion is, and our endeavours have been to reduce within bounds 
chat exorbitant power which the Prelates have afſumed unto 
rhemſelves fo contrary both to the Word of God, 'and to the 
Lawes of the Land, to which end we paſt the Bill for the re- 
moving them from their temporall power and employments, 
vhat ſo the better they might with meekneſle apply themſelves 
to the difcharge of their fun&ions, which Bill themſelves op- 
ſed, and were the principall inſtruments of croſsing it. 

And we doe here declare, that itis farre from our purpoſe 
or deſire to let looſe the golden reynes of diſcipline, and go- 
vernment in the Church, to leave private perſons or particular 
congregations to take up what forme of divine Service they 
pleaſe; for we hold it requiſite that their ſhould be throvghouc 
the whole realme a contormity to that order which the Laws 
enioyne, according to theWord of God: and we deſire to un- 
burthen the conſciences of men of needlefſe and ſuperſtitious 
ceremonies, fupprefle innovations, and take away the mony- 
ments of Idolatry. And the better to effe& the intended re- 
formation, we defire there may be a generall Synod of the 
moſt grave, pious,learned and judicious Divines of this Iſland, 
aſſiſted with ſome from forraine parts profeſſing the ſame re- 
ligion with us, who may conſider of all things neceffary for 
the peace and good government of the Church, and repreſent 
the reſults of their conſultations unto the Parliament to be 
thersallowed of and confirmed, and receive the ſtamp of au- 
thority thereby to finde paſſage and obedience throughont the 
Kingdome. They have maliciouſly charged us that we intend 
to deſtroy and diſcourage Learning , whereas it is our chiefeſt 
care and defire toadvance it,and to provide a competent main« 
tenance for confcionable and preaching Miniſters throughout 
the Kingdome,which will be a-great encouragement to Schol= 
lers, and acertaine meanes whereby the want, meaneneffe, and 
ignorance to which a great part of the Clergy is now ſubjeQ, 
will be prevented. And weintend —_— to reform.and purge 
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the fountaines of learning the two LIniverſities,that the fireams 
flowing from thence may be cleere and pure , and an honour 
and comtort to the whole Land, They have ftrayned to blaſt 
our proceedings in Parliament by wreſting the interpretations 
of our Ocders trom their genuine intention. They tell the peo- 
ple that onr medling with the power of Epiſcopacy , hath 
cauſed ſeRaries and conventicles , when idolatry and popiſh 
ceremonies introduced into the Church by the command of 
the Biſhops have not onely debarred the people from thence, 
but expelled them from the Kingdome. Thus with Eliah we 
are called by this malignant party the troublers of the State, 
and ftiil while we endeyour to reforme their abuſes,they make 
us the authours of thoſe miſchiefes we ſtudy jto prevent : for 
the perfeting of the worke begun and removing all ſutrre 
impediments, we conceive theſe courſes will be very effeuall, 
ſeeing the religion of the papiſts hath ſuch principals as doe 
certainly tend to the deſtru&ion and exrirpation of all Prote- 
ſtants when they ſhall have opportenity to effe@ ic. 

Te is neceſſary in the hrit place to keep them in ſuch condi- 
tion,as that they may not be able todoe us any hurt, and for 
avoyding of ſuch connivence and favour .as hath heretyfore 
been ſhewed unto them, That his Majeſty be pleaſed to grant 
a (tanding Commiſſion to ſome choice mien named in Parlia- 
ment, who may take notice of their increaſe,their counſels and 
proceedings, and ule all due meanes by execution of the Laws 
to prevent any miſchievous deligne$g,againſt the peace and fafe- 


_Tyof this Kingdome. That ſome good courſe be taken to dil- 


cover the countertcit and falſe contormity of papiſts to the 
Church by colour wherot perſons very much diſafte&ed to the 
true religion have been admitted into place of greateſt autho- 
rity and truſt in the Kingdome. 

For the better preſervation of the Lawes and liberties of the 
Kingdome,that ail flegall grievances and exaCions be preſen= 


ted and puniſted at the Seſſions, and Alzizes : and that Judges 


and Juſtices be carefull ro give this in charge tothe grand Jury, 


| andboth the Sheriffe and Juſtices to be ſworn to the due exe. 


cution of the petition of right and other Lawes : That bis 
| Majcſty 
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Majeſty be humbly petitioned by both Houſes to employ ſuch 
Counſellors;Ambaſſadors, and other: Miniſters in qemng #46. 


his buſinefſe at home and 2broad, as the Parliament may have 
cauſe to eonfide in, without which we cannot give his Majeſty 
fuch fapplies for ſupport of his owne eſtate,nor ſuch aſſiſtance 
to the proteſtant party beyond the Sea, as is deſired, Tt may 
often fall out that the Commons may have juſt cauſe to rake 
exceptions at ſome men for being Counſellors, and yet not 
charge thoſe men with crimes, for there be grounds of difti- 
dence which lie not in proofez there are others which though 
| they may be proved yetarenot legally criminall;tobe a known 
favonrer of papilts, or to have been very forward in defending 
or countenancing ſome great offenders queſtioned in Parlia- 
ment, or to ſpeake contempruouſly of either Houſes of ParlJia- 
ment, or Parliamentary proceedings, or fuch as are fatours 
or agents for any forraine Prince ot another religion, ſuch are 
jaſtly ſuſpe& to ger Counſellors places or any other of truſt 
concerning publiqu? imploy ment for money : For all theſe 
and divers others we may have great reaſon to be earneſt with 
hisMajeſty not to put bis great affaires into-ſuch hands. though 
we may be unwilling to proceed againſt them in any lepall 
way of charge or impeachment: Thar all Counſellors of State 
may be ſworne to obſerve thoſe Lawes which concerne the 
Sabjett in his liberty, that they may likewiſe take an oath nor 
to receive or give reward or penſion from any forraine Prince, 
but ſuch as they within ſome reaſonable time diſcover to the 


Lords of his Mjeſties Councell : and although they ſhould: 
wickedly forſweare themſelves, yet it may herein doe good to 


make them known to befalſe and perjured to thoſe who im- 
ploy them, and thereby bring them into as little credit with 
them as with us. That his Majeſty may have caule to be in love 
with good counſell and good men, by ſhewing him in an hum» 
ble and duritull manner, how full of advantage it would be to 
himſelfe, to ſee his owne eftate ſetled in a pleotifull conditien 
to ſrpport his honour, to ſee his people united in Waies of 
. duty to him.and endeavours of the publique good ; to ſee hap- 
pineſſe, wealth , peace and ſafety derived to his owne Sing: 
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dome, and procured to his Allies by the irfluence of his owne 
power and government. That all good, courſes may be taken 
to unite the two Kingdomes of England and Scotland to be 
murually ayding and aſliting one another for the common 
good of the Iſland, and honour of both. To take away all 
differences amongſt our ſelves tor matters indifferent in their 
owne nature concerning religion ; and to unite our ſelves a- 
gainſt the common enemies, which are the better inabled by 
our diviſions to deſtroy us all, as they hope and have often en- 
deavoured. To. labour by all offices of friendſhip to unite the 
forrain Churches with us in the ſame cauſe, and to ſeek their 
liberty, ſatety , and proſperity, as. bound thereunto both by 
charity to them, and by wiſdome for our own good. For by 
this Means our own ſtrength: (ball be encreafed, and by a mw- 
tuall concurrence tothe ſame common end,we ſhall be enabled 
to procure the good of the whole body of the Proteſtant pro= 
febion.If theſe things may be obſerved, we doubt not but God 
will crown-this Parliament with ſach ftzcceſſe as ſhall be the 
beginning and foundation of more honour and bappinefle to 
ws Majcky, then ever yet was enjoyed by any of his Royall 
redecellors. othy tht | 


dts. 2+ 
$ p 1 , - x * ery m 
nf oi 1" © Ze. op Þ" APR : et 11> Arran ho. SY * Teeth Av _s 


